
Guidelines for Jackson County Ministerial 
Association (JCMA) Ministry to Transients 

 
The JCMA is a Pastor driven ministry.  We partner with Community Resources, Inc. to meet the needs of 
members of the community as well as transients passing through the area. 

The Jackson County Ministerial Association transient assistance ministry is intended to extend 
temporary assistance to persons and/or families traveling through Jackson County, West Virginia that 
have no other resources and need help to reach their destination.   

The Jackson County Ministerial Association’s temporary transient assistance shall be limited to one 24-
hour period per year.  Jackson County does not have housing options nor does the JCMA have the 
resources to provide aid beyond 24 hours. 

We encourage transients and/or homeless persons to seek shelter in Parkersburg or Charleston where 
facilities exist for these specific needs.  Those transporting transient persons may apply for mileage 
reimbursement as the JCMA budget will allow, set at federal mileage reimbursement rates (currently 
54.5 cents per mile).  Those providing transportation must complete and submit travel claims to the 
treasurer in a timely manner.  

Procedures 

Those seeking temporary assistance through the transient ministry MUST complete the following steps: 

� Provide a copy of their driver’s license or other state issued identification 
� Submit to a background check by a state, county, or city agency (sheriff’s department, Ripley or 

Ravenswood PD) 
� Acknowledge that only one night’s stay is permitted, and that they will be held responsible for 

any damages incurred during their stay 

Only churches actively participating in the JCMA are eligible to seek assistance for transients through 
this program. 

To begin the process of finding temporary housing for transients please follow this process. 

1. During normal business hours contact Treska Dunbar at CRI. 304-372-1966 
2. After hours or if CRI is unavailable, contact the JCMA Treasurer (Bill Stewart 304-273-xxxx) 
3. CRI or the JCMA treasurer will check with the following lodging facilities for availability: 

Parchment Valley Conference Center, Super 8, Econolodge.  If one of these facilities are 
available, you will need to gather the identification and initiate the background check of the 
transient(s). 

4. You or another JCMA pastor will need to arrange for transportation to the lodging facility. 
5. Arrangements for meals may need to be made as well. 

*Please do not provide contact information of JCMA Pastors to those seeking assistance unless 
permission has been given from the Pastor. 

 


